Island of the Blue Dolphins
Discussion Questions: Ch. 1-5

1. Describe Karana and Ramo.

2. What did Cpt. Orlov and Chief Chowig discuss.

3. Why was Karana surprised by her father?  What did he do?

4. Describe the island – physically and geographically.

5. What good fortune did Ulape discover?

6. How did the villagers know the Aleuts were preparing to leave?

7. What were the effects of the battle on the village of Ghalas-At?

8. What was the new division of labor and the men’s reaction to women as hunters?

9. Discuss Kimki’s decision to explore a country to the east.
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Discussion Questions: Ch. 6-10

1. What incident alarmed the tribe?

2. What happened to Ramo?  Describe Karana’s reaction to the news about Ramo.

3. List adjectives that would vividly describe Karana’s feelings at the end of chapter 8.

4. After admiring herself wearing the beads, bracelets, and earring, Karana threw all the trinkets away.  Why?

5. Why did Karana search for old weapons instead of making new ones?  Why did she decide to make new ones after all?

6. What factors were involved in Karana’s decision to leave the island?

7. Karana showed resourcefulness in chapter 10.  Explain how she did.

8. What effect did the sight of the dolphin have upon Karana?
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Discussion Questions: Ch. 11-15

1. Discuss the sea elephant’s influence on Karana.

2. What is an omen?  Explain Karana’s feelings of a good omen and give examples from the story.

3. What superstition continued to haunt Karana?  Why?

4. What prompted Karana to make the cave into another house?

5. In what ways was the battle between the sea elephants helpful to Karana?

6. Why did she spare the dog’s life and nurse him back to health?
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Discussion Questions: Ch. 16-20

1. Why was Karana not lonely?  Use evidence from the story to support your answer.

2. What did Karana discover while she was canoeing?

3. Why did Rontu disappear and battle with the other wild dogs?  Was his decision a good decision?  Why?

4. Why did Karana avoid hunting when starfish were feeding?

5. How did Karana prepare for the winter?  Is this an instinct or a learned behavior?
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Discussion Questions: Ch. 21-25

1. How did Tutok and Karana become friends when they didn’t speak the same language?

2. Karana first feared Tutok, but when the Aleuts left how did Karana feel?  Why?

3. Discuss Karana’s reaction to the many sea otter left on the beach.  What effect does this behavior have on the world?  Think of other examples from present-day life that may resemble the same situation.  For example, the cutting of the rainforest.

4. Discuss Karana’s decision regarding animals.  How have her thoughts and feelings changed from the beginning of the novel to now?  Give examples from the story.

5. Discuss the change in summer habits of the sea otter.  Is this an example of learned behavior or instinct?  How do you know?
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Discussion Questions: Ch. 26-29

1. Explain Karana’s plan to capture Rontu’s son.  How did Xuchal help catch the dog?

2. Describe the tsunami and its effect on Karana.

3. Explain Karana’s reaction to the sighting of the ship and to the man who called to her.

4. Describe Karana’s actions when she knew she would be rescued.

5. What did Karana learn at Mission Santa Barbara?

6. How did Karana feel about leaving the island?  Use evidence from the story to support your answer.

